
 
A1 Birtley to Coal House Improvement Scheme 

  

Agenda for ISH2: Landscape and visual matters (including matters 

relating to Angel of the North) 
 

 

Date:  Tuesday 23 June 2020  
Time:  10.00am (Arrangements 

Conference at 9.30am)  

Venue:  Virtual Hearing via 
Microsoft Teams 

 

Introduction 

 
Details on participation, conduct and management of the hearing are 

included in Annex A of this agenda and should be read by all participants 

in advance of the hearing. 
 

If for any reason, including technical issues, matters are not concluded by 

the end this hearing, a reserve hearing date has been provided on 
Wednesday 1 July 2020 at 9.30am (arrangements conference at 9.00am). 

This will only be needed if the ExA decides that it is necessary to hear 

further oral submissions from any party on any relevant matters. 

 
All participants of this virtual hearing are requested to read the Virtual 

Hearings Arrangements letter dated 11 June 2020. 

 
 

Requested Attendees 

 
The ExA would find it helpful if the following parties could attend this 

hearing.  

 

• The Applicant 
• Gateshead Council 

• Sir Antony Gormley 

 
The details set out below are indicative and the ExA may find it necessary 

to include additional agenda items or to amend the order in which the 

items are dealt with. 

 
Agenda Items 

 

1. Welcome, introductions and arrangements for the hearing  
 

2. Brief update and summary of positions since Deadline 8 

(including any recent discussions between parties) 
 

3. Gantry signs 

 

 a) Impacts of the proposed gantry signs 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010031/TR010031-001068-Hearing%20joining%20instructions%20letter%20-%20NI%20adaptation%20v3%20(DPIA).pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010031/TR010031-001068-Hearing%20joining%20instructions%20letter%20-%20NI%20adaptation%20v3%20(DPIA).pdf


 
b) Justification for the number, location and size of the proposed 

gantries  

 

c) Potential use of alternative sign designs 
 

d) The Applicant’s proposal for a ‘Final Sign Strategy’ to be 

submitted for subsequent approval via a Requirement 
 

4. Impacts from and design of the replacement North Dene 

Footbridge 
 

a) Including consideration of design flexibility and the proposal for 

future approval of details 

 
5. Landscaping proposals in the vicinity of the Angel of the 

North 

   
a) Consideration of the Southern Green Report – Options Appraisal 

for Managing and Enhancing the Angel, including weight to be given 

to this document. 
 

b) Has agreement been reached on the proposed landscaping 

scheme in the context of its impact upon views and the setting of 

the Angel of the North? If not, what further amendments and/or 
mitigation are sought? (Reference will be made to the revised 

landscape mitigation plan [REP5-005]). 

 
c) The effects of proposed tree removal. 

 

d) Any requirement for replacement planting in other locations to 
offset the loss of trees and vegetation. 

 

6. Other landscape and visual matters 

 
 a) Replacement Allerdene Bridge 

 

b) Any outstanding matters regarding Longacre Wood 
 

c) Habitat Calculation Update (referred to in Table 3.4 of the 

Deadline 8 Statement of Common Ground with Gateshead Council)  

 
 d) Any other matters 

 

7. Any other business relevant to the Agenda 
 

 Note: In circumstances where the ExA has been made aware of any 

technical difficulties around participation, it will provide an 
opportunity for persons who could not be heard on earlier agenda 

items to participate as necessary and appropriate.   

 



8. Actions arising (including any procedural decisions if 
required) and next steps 

 

9. Closing (it is anticipated that the Hearing will close by 12 

noon) 
 



Annex A 

Conduct and Management of the Hearing 

Guidance under the Planning Act 2008 and the Examination Procedure Rules 

provides that at Hearings it is the ExA that will probe, test and assess the 

evidence through direct questioning of persons making oral representations. 

Questioning at the Hearing will therefore be led by the ExA. Parties wishing to 

make a representation will be invited to do so at the ExA’s discretion. 

The ExA will start the Hearing by making introductory comments, introductions 

and running through housekeeping matters and how the Hearing will be 

conducted. The ExA’s expectation is that the Hearing will typically last for one to 

two hours. However, the actual duration will depend on the progress made on 

the day and will be subject to the ExA’s powers of control over the conduct of 

the Hearing.  

Questioning at the Hearing will be led by the ExA. Cross-questioning of the 

person giving evidence by another person will only be permitted if the ExA 

decides it is necessary to ensure representations are adequately tested or that a 

person has had a fair chance to put their case.  

 

The Agenda may be amended by the ExA at the start of the Hearing session. 

Furthermore, the ExA may wish to raise matters arising from oral submissions, 

Relevant Representations and Written Representations, and pursue lines of 

inquiry in the course of the discussion which are not listed on the Agenda.  

 

The Hearing is being held at the discretion of the ExA to consider matters that it 

considers to be important and relevant to the effective and robust examination 

of the application. Consequently, the business of a Hearing will be limited to the 

matters identified in the agenda or otherwise raised by the ExA..  

 

Oral participation is at the invitation and discretion of the ExA. Oral submissions 

must address the matters, issues and questions identified in the hearing agenda 

and raised by the ExA at the hearing. Oral submissions on other subject matters 

or from persons who have not been invited to speak by the ExA may only be 

heard at the discretion of the ExA, who may decide that such matters are not 

heard in the interests of relevance or time efficiency.  

 

If for any reason, including technical issues, matters are not concluded by the 

end this hearing a reserve hearing date has been scheduled for Wednesday 1 

July 2020 at 9.30am (arrangements conference at 9.00am). This will be at the 

discretion of the ExA and it may be decided to pursue further representations in 

writing rather than through an additional hearing. 

Recordings of the Hearing will be published by the Planning Inspectorate and any 

Interested Party may make a written submission on specific matters either 

included in the agenda or arising at the hearing by Deadline 9 on 8 July 2020. 


